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$12,000,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)
Grant Recipient:  Northwest Arctic Borough

Project Title: Project Type: Remodel, Reconstruction and Upgrades

Northwest Arctic Borough - Northwest Magnet School
and Kotzebue High School

State Funding Requested: $12,000,000 House District: 40 / T
Future Funding May Be Requested

Brief Project Description:
Star of the Northwest Magnet School (STAR) will be a residential comprehensive secondary and
post-secondary school that provides academic and vocational/technical courses for students in grades
11 to 14. 

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $12,000,000

There is no other funding needed

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Star of the Northwest Magnet School (STAR) will be a residential comprehensive secondary and post-secondary school that
provides academic and vocational/technical courses for students in grades 11 through 14.  Students in the school will
graduate from high school and complete up to two years of additional academic and/or vocational/technical education
leading to an associate of arts degree, and or vocational /technical certifications. The student body will include 100 students
in grades 11 and 12 and up to an additional hundred students in grades 13 and 14.

The STAR curriculum, developed and delivered through the collaborative efforts of the Northwest Arctic Borough School
District, Alaska Technical Center, and Chukchi College will focus on preparing students for professional careers in
education, healthcare, and resource development. Special secondary programs up to one-year in length may be offered to
high school students within the Northwest Arctic Borough School District. The structured curriculum will emphasize
application of academic and technological concepts resulting in learning and skill development that is practical and relevant
rather than theoretical. The integrated curriculum, developed to meet workplace and academic standards, will place high
expectations on students and enhance their ability to communicate effectively, think critically, and solve problems. Currently,
the district has received a three-year federal grant that allows the NWAB School District to begin the resource development
component of the Magnet School Program.  This year the program began in January 2010 and is serving 15 students who
attend classes both at the high school and the Alaska Technical Center.  The students are from Kotzebue and surrounding
villages. Next year the program will be expanded to 20 students.  The students are from Kotzebue and the surrounding
villages.  This grant affords the school district the opportunity to slowly phase the program in and work out problems on a
smaller scale as they arise allowing for greater success later on. 

The Alaska Technical Center was built in 1982. Since that time it has served thousands of students and provided hundreds
of programs covering a wide variety of employment related needs.  To ensure its viability in the upcoming years the facility
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needs significant renovation and additional classroom and shop space as indicated in the construction budget. This funding
request is to cover this portion of the magnet school project. The funding will provide for the renovation of the machine and
welding shops, the building trades area, and the office and support staff area. This renovation will significantly expand the
options for the people in the region and surrounding areas. The renovations is essential to carry out the mission of the
magnet school.

Project Timeline:
Money will be spent over the course of the year.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
NWAB School District

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Dr. Norm Ek
Address: P.O. Box 51

Kotzebue , AK 99752
Phone Number: 442-3472
Email: NECK@NWARCTIC.ORG

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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STAR Development Chronology
Date    Action
May 2007   Northwest Arctic Borough School Board includes Magnet 
    School as a goal in NWABSD Strategic Plan

September 2007   Magnet School Concept Paper distributed

Fall 2007   Funding options explored

December 2007  Initial requests for to State of Alaska, NANA, Teck for capital 
    construction funds
January to
May 2008   Proposal presented to Alaska State Legislature

May 2008   2nd Edition of Star of the Northwest Concept Paper

Fall 2008   Proposal Presented to Alaska Congressional Delegation

March 2009   Expanding Horizons Grant Application to Begin STAR 
    Program

April 2009   Star of Northwest Proposal completed

Summer 2009  Visit with U.S. Department of Agriculture 
    regarding STAR funding options

October 2009  STAR Program Overview

Fall 2009   Visits with Congressional Delegation
    Star Business Plan Development
    
February   ISER contracted to conduct Economic Feasibility 
    Study for STAR residential dormitory
    
    Partnership with University of Alaska Fairbanks to develop 
    STAR Health Curriculum 

Spring 2010   Curriculum development underway for all programs 
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Program Development

Northwest Arctic Borough School District is currently working with the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks to develop a curriculum for grades 11 though 14 for a variety of Health 
Care Occupations.

Development of curricula for the educator preparation and resource development 
programs is currently underway and expected to be completed within the next six 
months.

Next Steps

1. Seek capitol funding for ATC addition and dormitory construction - Winter/Spring 2010
2. Conduct Economic Feasibility Study - Spring/Summer 2010
3. Upon receipt of capitol funding, move forward with architectural and construction 

plans
4. Anticipated completion of construction and opening of STAR Magnet School 

anticipated in August of 2013.

Expanding Horizons

Expanding Horizons is a three-year federal grant that will allow the Northwest Arctic 
Borough School District to begin the Resource Development component of the Magnet 
School Program by serving students who attend either Kotzebue High School or 
another high school within the district.

The program began in January of 2010 and currently serves approximately 15 students 
who attend classes at Kotzebue High School and the Alaska Technical Center each 
school day.
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Star of The Northwest Magnet School

Program Overview
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I. Mission/Vision Statements

(Draft) Mission
To prepare Alaskan students for high-paying long-term Alaskan careers

(Draft) Vision
Rural teaching, healthcare, and resource development positions are filled by Alaskans 

who live, work, and remain in rural communities

II. Program Description

Star of the Northwest Magnet School (STAR) will be a residential comprehensive 
secondary and post-secondary school that provides academic and vocational/technical 
courses for students in grades 11 through 14 to graduate from high school and 
complete up to two years of additional academic and/or vocational/technical education 
leading to an associate of arts degree, and or vocational /technical certifications. 

The student body will include 100 students in grades 11 and 12 and up to an additional 
hundred students in grades 13 and 14. 

The STAR curriculum, developed and delivered through the collaborative efforts of the 
Northwest Arctic Borough School District, Alaska Technical Center, and Chukchi College 
will focus on preparing students for professional careers in education, healthcare, and 
resource development. Special secondary programs up to one-year in length may be 
offered to high school students within the Northwest Arctic Borough School District.

The structured curriculum will emphasize application of academic and technological 
concepts resulting in learning and skill development that is practical and relevant rather 
than theoretical. The integrated curriculum, developed to meet workplace and academic 
standards, will place high expectations on students and enhance their ability to 
communicate effectively, think critically, and solve problems.

 Northwest Arctic Borough School District - P.O. Box 51, Kotzebue, AK 99752 7



STAR will serve students who:
•Want careers in education, healthcare, or resource development
•Are interested in advanced academic and applied learning opportunities
•Desire a focused hands-on education leading to career/industry certification
•Desire an education tailored to industry and/or university standards
•Are interested in internship opportunities
•Want to earn college credit while still in high school
•Want to attend a larger high school to prepare for a specific career
•Want to attend a smaller high school and participate in a focused program
•Desire living in a residential dormitory setting

What results can students expect?
•Strong academic and vocational/technical curriculum
•Supportive learning environment
•Employment readiness
•Competency-based education
•Work experience/internships
•A curriculum that is relevant to their professional goals
•Improved critical thinking skills
•Employment readiness
•Work skills and customer service understanding

Admission Standards/Student Conduct Expectations
Expectations for student conduct will be consistent with those of existing state-funded 
residential boarding schools. Admission standards will differ in that enrollment in the 
school will be limited to students entering the 11th grade and program enrollment will be 
apportioned equally.

Student Activities
Students in grades 11 and 12 will be enrolled as full-time students at Kotzebue High 
School and will have an equal opportunity to participate in all school programs and 
activities.

III. Market Analysis

The Need for STAR
Almost 60% of Alaskan high-school students attend schools in Anchorage, Fairbanks, 
and Mat-Su school districts. Those students have direct access to career and technical 
education (CTE) programs in their districts and to post-secondary academic and 
technical education programs within driving distance.

Of the remaining 16,714 students attending high schools throughout the state, slightly 
over 14,000 of them attend high schools with 50 students or more. These schools 
located both on and off the road system typically have the capacity to offer some 
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advanced academics and limited CTE courses which provides students a realistic 
opportunity to prepare for further education or entry into the workforce after high-school 
graduation.

Small High School Realities
For the roughly 2,700 students who attend small high schools with fifty or fewer 
students, the opportunities to prepare for higher education or entry into the workforce is 
significantly diminished when compared to students in larger schools. Factors such as 
school size, remoteness, lack of infrastructure and learning support and access, 
severely limit the opportunity these students have to get a quality high-school education. 

Although some academic courses can be successfully delivered via distance learning 
programs in-school support for them is very limited. Other courses such as science or 
CTE courses cannot be delivered because the schools lack the resources and 
infrastructure to support them. An additional disadvantage for small high schools is that 
due to small enrollments, teachers are spread thin to cover the basic curriculum and 
required to teach classes they are not highly qualified for. 

The following high-school breakdown by enrollment illustrates the lack of opportunity for 
students in small rural high schools.

High schools with 50 or fewer students (2008-09 DEED data)
Enrollment Number of Schools Total Enrollment
1-10 77 392
11-20 26 387
21-50 56 1890
Totals 159 2,669

Students who grow up in small rural communities are most likely to remain in those 
communities. Providing these students an opportunity to an educational program 
focused specifically on professional careers available in their communities makes sense 
both economically and culturally.

•Employment Data/Projections

Education Jobs
In small rural communities teaching is among the highest paying careers, yet data from 
the Alaska Department of Education and Early Development from May 2009 shows that 
of the 10,151 people holding education certificates to work in Alaska's public school 
system only 439 are Alaska Native. Furthermore, data from a July 2008 Institute of 
Social and Economic Research (ISER) Report shows that teachers who graduated from 
Alaskan universities remained in their longer than teachers who were educated in other 
states. The report shows that teacher turnover in Alaska's rural districts is higher than 
anywhere in the U.S. except inner city neighborhoods. Additionally, it sites that reasons 
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for Alaska's rural teacher turnover include the shortage of good housing, high living 
costs, difficulties and costs of travel, and limited access to medical services. Other 
factors include the impacts of darkness, remoteness, and living in a different culture. It 
is our belief that Alaskan students, especially those who are raised in rural Alaska are 
able to overcome the obstacles that many teachers in rural Alaska are not. Additionally, 
data from an earlier ISER study (2000 to 2004) indicated that 50% of Alaska's teachers 
are imported from elsewhere. 

Healthcare Jobs
According to the Alaska Economic Trends publication of January 2009, healthcare is 
among the fastest growing occupations in Alaska. Projections for health care openings 
for 2006 to 2016 indicate that Alaska will need an additional 6,000 healthcare and 
technical employees, 5,000 personal care and service employees, and 3,000 healthcare 
support employees.  

Resource Development Jobs
A report from the Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development in January 
of 2009 indicates that between 2006 and 20016 there will be approximately 9,000 
construction and extraction jobs and slightly over 8,000 jobs related to transportation 
and material moving. STAR will prepare students for many of these jobs.

IV. Social Return on Investment

•Impact on Alaska Native Students
STAR will positively impact educational and employment opportunities for Alaska Native 
students who comprise the majority enrollment in small off-the-road-system high 
schools and who represent a disproportionately high drop out rate as compared to other 
ethnic groups in Alaska. Additionally it will provide outstanding career opportunities in 
the small rural communities many of these students live in.

•Unique School/Sensible Approach
STAR will be the only rural secondary and postsecondary school in Alaska that targets 
three high-need career fields and provides direct secondary-postsecondary 
collaboration among a rural campus of the University of Alaska, a statewide post-
secondary technical center, and a local school district. Additionally, its location in 
Kotzebue, the regional and cultural hub for northwest Alaska, ensures daily jet service, 
a modern hospital, and a strong community infrastructure to support the school. 

STAR's specific program focus provides a targeted approach to addressing long-term 
employment needs for high-end careers in rural Alaska communities. Furthermore, the 
approach compliments rather than competes with programs currently being delivered by 
other residential high schools.
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As education delivery costs rise the State of Alaska increases funding to operate small 
high schools that have a limited capacity to deliver an education that will prepare 
students for graduation or entry into the workforce or higher education. 

• Long-Term Benefit
At its full level of enrollment STAR will graduate 50 students from high school with 
several of their college or CTE courses completed and will graduate 50 or more 
students from ATC and Chukchi each year. The graduates of STAR will provide a steady 
stream of qualified employees for Alaska's healthcare, resource development and 
education workforce for decades.
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Program Development

Northwest Arctic Borough School District is currently working with the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks to develop a curriculum for grades 11 though 14 for a variety of Health 
Care Occupations.

Development of curricula for the educator preparation and resource development 
programs is currently underway and expected to be completed within the next six 
months.
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ATC Work Force Deveilopment 
Addition and Renovation
Page 1

ALASKA TECHNICAL CENTERALASKA TECHNICAL CENTER
WORK FORCE DEVELOPMENT ADDITION AND RENOVATIONWORK FORCE DEVELOPMENT ADDITION AND RENOVATIONWORK FORCE DEVELOPMENT ADDITION AND RENOVATIONWORK FORCE DEVELOPMENT ADDITION AND RENOVATION

CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATE CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATE 

Addition
Sq. Ft. Subtotal

Building Trades Shop  
      Work Area 2000
        Tool Room & Storage 500
       2500

Machine & Welding Shop  
      Small engines/Millwright 1800
       Welding booths 600
        Tool Room & Storage 500

2900

Support Space
     Office  Area 200
      Shared Classroom 800
      Restrooms 150
      Mechanical 200  

 1350
 

Total Addition 6750
2010 Construction Cost  $580

New Construction $3,915,000

Renovation of Existing ATC $330 per sq ft $5,175,000
remodels about 15,500 sq. ft. (50%)remodels about 15,500 sq. ft. (50%)remodels about 15,500 sq. ft. (50%)

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTTOTAL CONSTRUCTION COST $9,090,000

Assumptions
       Per Sq ft costs - rough order of magnitude provided by UICC 9/25/2008       Per Sq ft costs - rough order of magnitude provided by UICC 9/25/2008       Per Sq ft costs - rough order of magnitude provided by UICC 9/25/2008       Per Sq ft costs - rough order of magnitude provided by UICC 9/25/2008
       2010 Construction with no expediated scheduling       2010 Construction with no expediated scheduling       2010 Construction with no expediated scheduling
       New construction on pile supported foundation with 14 ft. ceilings       New construction on pile supported foundation with 14 ft. ceilings       New construction on pile supported foundation with 14 ft. ceilings       New construction on pile supported foundation with 14 ft. ceilings
       Renovation  funds 50%  of a 31,500 sq ft building       Renovation  funds 50%  of a 31,500 sq ft building       Renovation  funds 50%  of a 31,500 sq ft building
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       No continguency included in this estimate       No continguency included in this estimate

 

ALASKA TECHNICAL CENTERALASKA TECHNICAL CENTER
WORK FORCE DEVELOPMENT ADDITION AND RENOVATIONWORK FORCE DEVELOPMENT ADDITION AND RENOVATIONWORK FORCE DEVELOPMENT ADDITION AND RENOVATIONWORK FORCE DEVELOPMENT ADDITION AND RENOVATION
TOTAL PROJECT COSTTOTAL PROJECT COST

Geotechincal Analysis $55,000

Design Fees $909,000

District Admin/Inspection $272,700

Building Permit $25,000

 Construction Costs
      New Construction $3,915,000
      Renovation $5,175,000

$9,090,000

Equipment & Furnishings 727,200

Percent for Art 45,450

Continguency  10% 909,000

Total Project Cost $12,033,350

Assumptions
       2010 Construction with no expediated scheduling       2010 Construction with no expediated scheduling       2010 Construction with no expediated scheduling
       Renovation  funds 50% (15,750 sq ft) of a 31,500 sq ft building       Renovation  funds 50% (15,750 sq ft) of a 31,500 sq ft building       Renovation  funds 50% (15,750 sq ft) of a 31,500 sq ft building       Renovation  funds 50% (15,750 sq ft) of a 31,500 sq ft building



ATC Work Force Deveilopment 
Addition and Renovation
Page 3

RENOVATION



ATC Work Force Deveilopment 
Addition and Renovation
Page 4

 

sq.ft.
per sq. ft.

 
 
 

 



ATC Work Force Deveilopment 
Addition and Renovation
Page 5

WORK FORCE DEVELOPMENT ADDITION AND RENOVATION

 

 



ATC Work Force Deveilopment 
Addition and Renovation
Page 6




















































































